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"War no vessel was ever permitted to. approach within range of
the Confederate batteries without challenge, day or night, and
it was well understood by the commanders of the vessels that
any opportunity taken to examine these batteries at any time
at closer range than the usual blockading distance subjected them
to the ordeal of a fight, with damage to vessel, or loss of life,
or both. The supineness of the Spanish in this respect, as well
as their lack of aggressiveness., was constantly commented upon,
and, owing to this, the blockading squadron took many liberties
in lying generally within easy range to maintain a more rigid
blockade, which made a sortie all the more dangerous for the
squadron inside.

Monday morning, June 6th, came,, and with it, at 7 A. M.,
the two squadrons moved into position about four thousand yards
from the fortifications for the attack agreed upon the Saturday
before. The battleships Texas, Massachusetts, Iowa and the
Oregon, in the order and distance named, took up position on
an east and west line. The Brooklyn, Marblehead and Vixen
were assigned to an enfilading position west of the entrance to
the harbor at the same distance. The New York, New Orleans
and the Yankee were assigned to a similar position and distance
eastward of the entrance. As soon as the distance appointed
had been reached, a ferocious assault upon the fortifications was
made by the squadron, lasting for well nigh two hours, during
which there was a terrific bombardment of Estrella Point, the
Socapa battery and the Morro batteries east of the castle. Direc-
tions were given to avoid the possibility of injury to the Mer-
rimac's crew confined as prisoners of war in Morro Castle.

Vigorous reply was made from the forts for a period of ten
or fifteen minutes, but the firing of the squadron was too severe
and too well maintained to be withstood by the Spanish gun-
ners, who abandoned their guns to seek safety in the traverses
prepared behind the breastworks, where they were safe from
harm. On the west side every structure near the enemy's works
took fire from the shell explosions, while the parapets of the
Socapa were swept with shells, which made it impossible for the
defenders to live anywhere near their guns. Vast quantities
of ammunition were expended; but the earthworks were not in-
jured beyond what a few hours could repair. The squadrone great Civilave assured me." Ifo
